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EDITORS*NOTE

The lexicon of Postcolonial Studies is intricate yet
our world continues to be

fascinating. Its significance in '
questioned on previous grounds of being somewhat
depoliticised, and furthering a rarefied approgch to culture
and literature, and on newer grounds of being unable to
account for the complexities of globalisation. To use

_the best of Postcolonialism is

Chakravorty‘s words ste '
autocritical” and ~the worst of postcolonialism, according -
to some, is its over emphasis on thesSouth Asian model.”

not to do that mistake. The Postcolonial Experience:
Implications and Possibilities definitely rest on the South
Asian model as far as its historical and theoretical part is
concened but we have, in this book, tried to bring In
together the postcolonial experience from and of every

" possible comer—from Caribbean to South Korea and from

France to North East India.

Working on this book has been an enriching
experience and we thank each and every contributor for
their efforts. We hope that this book will help readers to
think about the intellectual, political and theoretical
possibilities of Postcolonial Studies.

Dr. Madhulina Choudhury

Ms. Rimjim Boruah
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CHAPTER-g

Problematising the Politics of M;

. - 10 ig 3
A Postcolonial Reading of Hwanbl gy,

yong*s Princess B, ri Sok\

Dr. Smf’r““jit i
Dep::S]Sta"t Pro :sg )
Ramkrish ment of ngiw
Kasi “a~Nagar Coly sh
Email ID: sma?m%auj’ Assa I ege
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Cop,

Introduction

It can hardly be denied that the turn of

century has been one of movement of p the g fi
borders, both national and intemlagpulahons crorSt
globalisation is a crucial factor causing peol oln 4. lere:\:
homelands and migrate to new locations if © 10 leaye e
oppprtpnities and better living conditionssearch_ofwor
socx.al instability in many countries also dote, Politicy) ang
choice to relocate themselves away from It?].ne Peoplet,
lands. It may be remembered that albeit mex

people across borders have been in practics g of
Immemorial, trans-border migrations jn recemsmce fime
notable for their global scope, their connect}‘,ears g
domestic and international politics and their faion e
cconomic and social consequences (Castles and Iviirlf;ngmg
This global phenomenon of the present century ha eg )
deftly represented by the renowned Korean author }sh "
Sok-yong in his novel Princess Bari (2007), Sok-yoﬁ;“i
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T ancegtyy

crnational borders to bring

. sa i ; ;
sbP’cm;, grim realitics surrounding the hv.es of
A cent times. Thus, Princess

g I . in the re
to ts in ;
" and migran inescapable reality of the

cross several int

e onder upon an
~makes us P an ir
Bart "lxﬂk"ia' world where mlgratlon‘has begzome a me'a;]]s
Posl-civ(;vql for many who are living amidst a rapi dly
I su ¢ - ., %

‘;;nging soc:o-polmcal matrix.

¢

jot of Princess Bari:

princess Bari centres on the life and struggles of the
onist Bari, a North Korean girl, who is

rotag
female Prods her family at a young age and embarks on a

separated from : : :
hysical and spiritual journey across international borders

in her quest for sgrvival. The last among seven girls, B'fm'
fom her early childhood has been endowed with a spf:c:al
gif of shamanistic power that enables he.r to communicate
with spirits and animals. She is deeply influenced by her
grandmother, herself a shaman, whose spirit continues to
guide Barl after she dies. The incorporation of the
supemnatural elements into the historiographical plot makes
the novel a work of magic realism. During the North
Korean economic crisis of the 1990s and the ensuing
famine, Bari‘s family migrates to the Chinese side of the
border. Having lost all her family members and her pet dog
which she considers as her brother, Bari finds herself at the
mercy of her Chinese acquaintances who find jobs for her
and by the time she is into her teens she is already an expert
masseuse. But following a tragic turn of events her message
parlour faces a huge debt. To escape the situation she
illegally leaves China and arrives in London. Bari
rediscovers herself in London as she comes to live in a
multicultural, multi-ethnic society. She marries Ali, a
Pakistani-origin cab driver settled in London. But the
September 11 Attacks cast shadows of unrest over the
Muslim community in Europe and America and its impacts
were also felt in Bari‘s family. While searching for his

F
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