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EDITORS*NOTE

The lexicon of Postcolonial Studies is intricate yet
our world continues to be

fascinating. Its significance in '
questioned on previous grounds of being somewhat
depoliticised, and furthering a rarefied approgch to culture
and literature, and on newer grounds of being unable to
account for the complexities of globalisation. To use

_the best of Postcolonialism is

Chakravorty‘s words ste '
autocritical” and ~the worst of postcolonialism, according -
to some, is its over emphasis on thesSouth Asian model.”

not to do that mistake. The Postcolonial Experience:
Implications and Possibilities definitely rest on the South
Asian model as far as its historical and theoretical part is
concened but we have, in this book, tried to bring In
together the postcolonial experience from and of every

" possible comer—from Caribbean to South Korea and from

France to North East India.

Working on this book has been an enriching
experience and we thank each and every contributor for
their efforts. We hope that this book will help readers to
think about the intellectual, political and theoretical
possibilities of Postcolonial Studies.

Dr. Madhulina Choudhury

Ms. Rimjim Boruah
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CHAPTER-g

Problematising the Politics of M;

. - 10 ig 3
A Postcolonial Reading of Hwanbl gy,

yong*s Princess B, ri Sok\

Dr. Smf’r““jit i
Dep::S]Sta"t Pro :sg )
Ramkrish ment of ngiw
Kasi “a~Nagar Coly sh
Email ID: sma?m%auj’ Assa I ege
. an"lﬂoo@gma;1 :d:a
Cop,

Introduction

It can hardly be denied that the turn of

century has been one of movement of p the g fi
borders, both national and intemlagpulahons crorSt
globalisation is a crucial factor causing peol oln 4. lere:\:
homelands and migrate to new locations if © 10 leaye e
oppprtpnities and better living conditionssearch_ofwor
socx.al instability in many countries also dote, Politicy) ang
choice to relocate themselves away from It?].ne Peoplet,
lands. It may be remembered that albeit mex

people across borders have been in practics g of
Immemorial, trans-border migrations jn recemsmce fime
notable for their global scope, their connect}‘,ears g
domestic and international politics and their faion e
cconomic and social consequences (Castles and Iviirlf;ngmg
This global phenomenon of the present century ha eg )
deftly represented by the renowned Korean author }sh "
Sok-yong in his novel Princess Bari (2007), Sok-yoﬁ;“i
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T ancegtyy

crnational borders to bring

. sa i ; ;
sbP’cm;, grim realitics surrounding the hv.es of
A cent times. Thus, Princess

g I . in the re
to ts in ;
" and migran inescapable reality of the

cross several int

e onder upon an
~makes us P an ir
Bart "lxﬂk"ia' world where mlgratlon‘has begzome a me'a;]]s
Posl-civ(;vql for many who are living amidst a rapi dly
I su ¢ - ., %

‘;;nging soc:o-polmcal matrix.

¢

jot of Princess Bari:

princess Bari centres on the life and struggles of the
onist Bari, a North Korean girl, who is

rotag
female Prods her family at a young age and embarks on a

separated from : : :
hysical and spiritual journey across international borders

in her quest for sgrvival. The last among seven girls, B'fm'
fom her early childhood has been endowed with a spf:c:al
gif of shamanistic power that enables he.r to communicate
with spirits and animals. She is deeply influenced by her
grandmother, herself a shaman, whose spirit continues to
guide Barl after she dies. The incorporation of the
supemnatural elements into the historiographical plot makes
the novel a work of magic realism. During the North
Korean economic crisis of the 1990s and the ensuing
famine, Bari‘s family migrates to the Chinese side of the
border. Having lost all her family members and her pet dog
which she considers as her brother, Bari finds herself at the
mercy of her Chinese acquaintances who find jobs for her
and by the time she is into her teens she is already an expert
masseuse. But following a tragic turn of events her message
parlour faces a huge debt. To escape the situation she
illegally leaves China and arrives in London. Bari
rediscovers herself in London as she comes to live in a
multicultural, multi-ethnic society. She marries Ali, a
Pakistani-origin cab driver settled in London. But the
September 11 Attacks cast shadows of unrest over the
Muslim community in Europe and America and its impacts
were also felt in Bari‘s family. While searching for his

F
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br(?lhcr who had 8one to Af;
Aliis stuck in the war- :
years. The ending sc
picture of the post-9/1
are seen ip shock g
destruction

hanjgyq,
)
égze Ofnly © retyry, , ! the Usg
1 L0 the Nove] g, Osg . 4
4 O}I‘ldon as Baj 2 ggests 2 Ty
n
caused b - DHor, Strugg; her hygy
Y an explosioy 8 amjy

9 LR l
Politics of Migration: =

It is imperati
1ve to appreciat
caused maj ct  hat gy
e nly by two factors- Push factq nlgrahons
people to move out of thejr Present | - Which in N
factors which induce people to move ; o on, 5 I

X nt ;
(Rubensl_em). These factors cap furtheroba Ney loca{)iull
three kinds: economic, cultyral and y d[f”'ded i

. I
(R.ubex}stem). The novel depicts different en\q{ lo
migrating to other countries ethnije

s due TOup,
. : 0 Dy

circumstances in th Unfay,
€ir own homelands. Through the :rahlc

one comes to l.earn of the significant happening, o
country at a particular point of history, Bari‘s f, lngs iy .
migrate to China because of fami mily b,

ne in N, .o
1990s. The contemporary situatio orth Korey j, the

n of North g
understood from the words of Bari‘s grang 1(1);?& o

c;tutions her granddaughters: —Th
after every single one of its subjects an

think they*re calling it the —Ardljlous Ma};rcgg’r;’ oy do
also tells them: Don‘t mention to anyone t
food to eat. They say half of the houses in the
the way are empty” (51). The grandmother
reference to the devastating famine of the 199
Korea in which 2.25 to 2.35 million people reportedly i
(-How Did the North Korean Famine Happen?”). At thy
time, with the collapse of the USSR and the resultan
isolation of North Korea in the communist-world, the
country was no longer getting external aid like before. A
food production lessened, the North Korean governmen
stopped providing rations to the citizens that caused 2

loo

Yoy
(50-51), She

hat we have
village doy,
here maje
Os in Nor
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a5 severdl hundr.zcsi
forcing 25 ™% porders 0 countri€
o famin® ;n 0ss L d (Bla more)- Thh’s
‘ C
“,;dcsprd North K “te search for 80087 duous Marh )
1housiln, {nﬂdcs wn as hous ands of Ot. e
Chint e mine W25 jlar to tho d crisis
fike ~" ¢ famin® fortun sim ; h o
oriod @ 4 Bari during more
pLI ch shaped ¢ Moo vernment was d
git her do 0 an
ailde of he countds t hgfood for Pyongyang e
¢ g gt suring €no gh for farmers in b
(hrovs 4 gbout €M it cut rations ains 10 avoid
. o
CQllc;llitﬂfy them to hide their g mphasises
g:;ntry ide f/ '521%’1!1“)- Bari‘s graﬂ(::]“rsent and therefore
. eissmanty e gOVe :
jarvation s have lost faith Oﬂnfll;a fs to SUrVive- The easiest

1 ina, as
. to the neighbouring China,

i mn,
- lines: —With the startf 0}{ a}[l‘tl?meﬁ
: nks of the
d upon the bank : od
R E dcsce;l (i:ho lrx)ad relatives 1M Chmla] c‘ré)'SlSOSt
- ivors who
d money; Survivors,
over in search of food asn the border along W‘th.workerli
é owing to bring bac
from fact0

i ilies” (58-59)-
ud save their fam! ‘
g ovel records that even though the C}}:r;::cse
n e
iti ;;l;h::cross the border have treated .the Ig.or;at; I:S gees
v thy by helping them with foo ‘ l
o el ong 59) these illega

C( g i SOk-y

for the host country. Thus, the narfalor descnbes:b -S(‘;on;:;

.o North Koreans wandering across thg order
e Su;)wnf}'ofood were by no means uncommon 1in vxllages
flf:zrrcthg river, but, one day, rumours spread that a family
had been murdered in Nanping...this was t.he first mstanff:e
of a Chinese family being killed” (70). This shows that far
from being a helpless, powerless bunch of .pcople
scrounging for food and safety, refugees are at times a
challenge to any country‘s law and order.

tarving P
;iver in droves. Thos
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The il a
number Of‘;‘?:;d] b“,ggests that not on|
dorif e Al:i ' Koreans also i“cg;l Ching
b e rduous Marcl ally fled g o by
efections are o 1. Interest; ( ly
K ore: considered a Ingly oy, Lo
orean government, the S S an act of (e v Q l‘()u 189 !
contrary affi . the South Koregy . o00 ¢h
Eom o :;151 that South Korea M Zoveryp, ¢ N*uch
Gitizids o Soug}a}(and, as such, NOr:]:]O ';Slsw or: Oy
Ministry of Unif orea (Tanaka). As Corean, ¢ ¢ he
3.661 North I’(“ ication, between 1990per the Soy i
rth Koreans migrated to SOUt?n}(L 2004 atsh Kor::t
1 h
orea ;

of a better futur
. e (Tanal . .
of Biiri's. tincle (Tanaka). This is eviq in g V3
5% , ,as told b €nced e
Barits. & y Uncle fron g
s father: —Seems 1} Salamapg e g
= e [Bari er, a g S

South. A

. Apparently there S uncle], g

Was a commotinn o fleq W
otion i qp Ut f

group of refuge
gees ston S 0 |
gegii)subtedly, fleeing to the er;i‘ion:be embas;;,ef%ng l}:
all % lc . 3 >
Korean d g and tempting option agly ﬂoul’ishin &)
uring the famine. But here jt or a halg.g, § Souy

that for N
orth i :
Koreans considering Y be remembe0 .
teg

Korea, th
, there are t . an :
Korea is the 15& t;‘;o ‘?l‘;{mpetmg narrati\(,::s’ life i, Sou
e milk and h et I
capitalist exploitati nd hone it i T
ploitation and Y, Or it s Outh
The choi and class-based j the p)
ce apparentl sed inequalj ace of
conforms to y made by Bari‘s 1Y (8o
land of op Otll_;i f:iI:St narrative of SOUthUIn(c]e n the n:f)
novel intergsting:v]ll;rles ,for- % pear Nowth KOt)rea g beingi}
Komiing gly remains silent o rean, By r.
who migrated to the South 'I[’]hethe fate of th;he
: readers g Se
re

told what h
appens to i
South. Bari's uncle after he migrates 1. "
€S to the

Globalisation of Migration:

The nov i i
e lale_twem?;ﬁ?n:gs into focus an important req);
globalisation of mi ellﬁury, what can e [em]e;eahly Y
rlewen g 6 gration: a situation whereb o
mots and more c untries experience migrato o
e, but most immigrati?m c};yu;:::' VCH;]cms
ies have
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and from 3
and cultural
Thus, we $€¢ Bari
London in 2 quick

ific part of South London depicted in

migrants and refugees from many
homelands under completely
Bari and Xiang being
t of debt that they owed to a
China, aré compelled to leave the country,
out of the country by the —snakeheads™
ugglers after receiving a certain
ent (120). It is said that —Anyon¢
h [money] could have their family
back home Wi te for the balance, and any

money made abroad could be sent back to the family to pay
down the total debt” (120). In London while Xiang is
forced into prostitution, Bari is made to work in 2 restaurant

where the head chef is Uncle Lou, a man

gear China Town
from Hong Kong who illegally —stowed away in a ship”
ago and reached London. The nail salon

(145) twenty years
lled Elephant and Castle where Bari

ot the locality ca
worked was owned by Uncle Tan, originally a Vietnamese

man, who was in East Germany -when the wall came
dowq,” v_vho then crossed the border into the Netherlands
and lived in Amsterdam for many years (148-49).

It appears that in a societ where di i
communities reside hybridity be)::omes a plafff f(‘)?;_l t“?;géinf
witnesses this hybrid society at Elephant and Castle: o s
[ walked around Elephant and Castle, I saw all kin.dsmacsi
colours of people. I saw yellow faces, brown faces blank
faces,‘and .o'ccasionally a few white faces — bl;t ;C
weren‘t British; they blended in well enou h, but —
actually construction workers from Poland argld,tl . CWCYC
Rﬁgtbhc. Everyone _else was a person of colour Rlzikezec{l'
(148). The description given here sugg;zsts ltllfe

different countics

social, economic

0
5

~cirum :
spee les and Miller 1)-
Loroy
[,qd;;-_ . first to o and then 10
mlgC s . . The speC
suc [ com rises Ml
o left their
. Thus,

pay @
man in

the Chines
amount of down paym

ho didn‘t haye enough
te a promissory no
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heterogencous backgroung of
umn of e tventicth cengy

Migrang
with reeent e

: 0
his trepg e o Mg

n

Ports publisheq in 2018 \v;.'" “Cco::];'hc
{norc‘than a quarter of al] the conslmcuo]l feveq) e
Jobs in Londop have migrated from Tpe B : Tkerg d;.h“l
mostly from Poland ang other Eag; Europe, zIl)tczm U,,I:‘L'

The heterogencity of the migran, & ¢s (Ford)fl'
London is further cxemplified by Lunga aO' munily~
Woman who worked with Bari at the salon ; N

with her at Lambeth,

the Thaj family
their building, !

the Nigerian couple

left, the Polish
grandfather Abdul from Pakistan who Jjyeq ;
lefl of the Polish family and the 1ap
was an Indian man (150-52). 1t may

all left their homelands and settled

ad, vy
be assumegq tha to
living conditions.

. they
m London fy, bctt?r
Challenges faced by Migrants:

It is not untrue that for ing Onesel
to the new socio-culturaj setting of the host count Temajp,
one of the most basic challenges. This is especially g, Whey
the migrant crosses the border illegally. Barj‘s case in gy,
novel is a similar one. After she comes to live in China, g,
gets the job of masseuse in a massage studio, byt there 7,
certain challenges associated with her job, as she says:

Koreans i p,

any migrant adapt

I was well aware that most North
position weren‘t paid for their work — they were gratefy if
they got so much as room and board, The pohge were ngt
yet actively hunting down defectors, but- they did show up
if complaints were made. Regardless of |

e type of work
they did, North Koreans earned no more than a thir of
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t I was
all

1 tly sm

e d
incsc f
Al ch d that W 4 the
e halls 3 0) B er in
~hal"d?1 cﬂ’“ed micc'(l secur! worker

v k'm n ﬂpprc ls 1€ an Sake 0
¢ :dsﬂ 3 rc reved North or‘lf]Ow o th that
gt Med o aso SIS 5 wrong PR
atl ve cho S

isci™ 1 the "gh Koreans This is T~ a helples

chind = any NO mon Bari who
urviv® e eaSYf agvice 10 ign country lways
an @ er's wofdsrk n a forel® fie world, it's 2 i an
A ]] wo i th es 1,
S::]gﬁ) 1 i]ter \thr b ug%oo Oﬂeythe Noﬁh that
’ B etgic ligh from
electri¢

€ og
The 1c youns !
e same'v anishes- All t:Jecome piumps.
kiﬂdnesfmdc with have
ed 10 galamander 10

ck. .
o living by selling &

Uncle
Cd his hea

'Ihe)’ make a

irls like you---
Jean

- . cts
“While o y resonate with fa
condition Olt;l centurys

London-
ished by 2 L t
ventic cent 1€port P~ cla !
the nlo his day. A ::a Future Initialive ;rKeF tglfflcked into
+d non-profit Ko refugees in China ar to prostitution,
28'; of North Korean f 0% are forced 10 alzrade which
’ n
thesex traCe O " 15% into cybersg;;n‘ese traffickers.
i Igi%;agn;illiOII annually for
genCTates

i immigrants face
(Gunia) in London the tm ’
The novel shows thr?t;gtablishi“g themselves. Thus

i how
; r hurdle 1 ong narrates S
i grealt]‘130 is originally from Hongfi regsidence card’
Uncle Lou W —eleven years just to get 2 ations to arrest
it took h"? es, the police undertake oper

(145)_ At times,

.t.
g
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So. Uncle Tan cautions Bari who is worl:
be alert because —& joint squad of lOrkm
Border Agency officers had arrived s lice lop,
.—seamhcd door to door and took a::} Severy] ,, ang U‘“
1nmaigr.1nls“ (183). These illegal imp 4y a ozeahs“ ak
Nigerian man who is Bari‘s neighbour \]lgrams in clll "Icgn :
station. Since he docs not have a onhO “’Orked Ude llfl
paying a hundred pounds a week trk Permijy atag:
clse’s™ (186) which enabled him to eano borrow’ " \va:
rate ‘m'th th.c legal workers (186). T'l]1 Money 4 thmmnc
1m‘rmgrm}ts is quite pervasive in Lol]d():t- the_ - Samq
:1\11 who is a cab driver: —The minicab ¢ 1s hlghlighem of
is also crawling with illegal imm‘igran?mpan Iwéed by
d-on‘l- even have dnver's licences” (];j Some ()frk for
situation indicates that in order to survive 2). The the
m;rpigqraxfitts feel compelled to adopt certali?l ?HfOrei
which often pose a bi e

P g challenge 1o the law O%al Meas

country.
try the , o5t

Migration and Imperialism:

at i
. 18 «
al Po 3 83

It is seen that Sok-yong*

f:onneFtiPn of migration witl); thg }iisa;)l;e:)fl:vlea

::;;i);(r’lahsm. There is an obvious suggestion :1)10 :
g P]ace around the world are more f:l : Migratigng
g)aortﬁg 1;; nlllille aftcrfeffects of imperialismloﬂe)n than py
' y first l.eft North Korea for g _fact that
EECEZi;iated by the actions of a heartless regime tlh N2 wag
chub]icuizﬁ the ploor farmers in the counirysidlﬂt [t\umed
farmers* lives i:(:' b be‘ the protector of U'le P
o imes of famine, Bari‘s grandmother lpoor
vy worldgy%\;e:;?i:ltyagg iza))’/(s)utrat the; —Fhe only tl?xs:;
own family” (51). Ata

IS a clOSQ
Nialisy ang

CCl’tain i i y
38 ]

cn i i T

thousands of blacks t
o the New World. Bari i '
- - . p rl 2
London just like an African slave—without h]esrsclg:fegxifd ‘:1) |
and |
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Bari‘s physical
ed from her

hamanistic

ine. ,
corking 1 ntinles: _That would"Ve

sualise
lism when explo

y for the w

75); ¢ :
875)). gari here VISUC
African his of C(_)]oma
: the easiest Wa .
\ei pi’iﬁ]s' In fact, during th

’ of South Africa was powered byt :
'chn:gywhich made use of an arniy of cheap black labour,
g id to the workers* safety, t0

with minimal attention pal s
pecome the world’s No. 1 producer of gold (Njini).

It is interesting that while white colonialism in the
rtheid in South Africa resulted in the
fblacks, the end of the colonial regime in
Le migration of the insecure whites to
safer, white-dominated locations. In this respect the
mary destination for these people has been the UK where
pearly half of all the South African émigrés in the world are
currently residing (Halvorsrud). Apparently, Lady Emily
also is among these migrants. But it is suggested that the
memories of colonial days cannot be easily erased; even
af!er leaving Spulh Africa, Lady Emily is still hunted by the
crimes commilted by her ancestors. Bari in her dream sees
tl.la‘t. Lady Emily‘s ancestors are being tortured in a place
similar to hell by some black shadows:

The shadows pull the two white
they scream and shout. men back down as

form of apa
dehumanisation )
1994 resulted in

The Postcolonial Experience | 89




Let me go!
Get us out of here!

Suddenly the crack vani
: rishe
(174) > and the capy
<. ] c
0
The black shadows scem to repres A
ent the

black people who were victimised in th
e
materials Oflh
Wey

..

who in the spiritual world take their rev,
cvenge
On

masters. Thus i

y Thus, Bari b.ecomes the mediy thes, Mg

e colonial history voices itsclf. M throy T
¥ i

In f:onlrast to the colonial period
present times are often a conscious d > Migrationg |
desire to live in a better place, whe o
themselves physically and ment’ally ¢ they ca

. evc?yar; Otlrllir;lr(s:f—;ihere were still so map
it Scarclo e wor{d, and people cy People ..
h of food, just so the Tossin T
!he constant threat of death” (209) }_Z: conld live s
ironic in the case of Ali‘s brother U di view i
P(z:klstfan and from there to A’fghz?iz?’ Who trau.vseelemS
o , y A
If)or iﬁeulslzkgué} linanf implicit way, to emba:—x;c;lot to s
decision 1s induc]elcsi lfuow Muslims. It is im l'death Hsely
Afghanistan from the iilg:;z:ndf;ire to‘ aSSiSIi ;?lst]};at v
5 ; e ;
éllasdg;'sns:i:nz‘ ’Al\bdul observes: —gilghseSll(L)JI:lit;ngWin Tl;?]lln
by Suec ared war qn Afghanistan, w} ?tates an’
young Muslirrf) P and.sohd;u-ity have be;n H'Ch Meang
Grandfather Abduin:]xggl;ts otlt?:r counmes,,golégzglg i
n.ngralion to the war-tom Afgh 'pOSSi'b 1L of o I ]
rise of Muslim nationalism Tl%i afllstan e Y, wake o
the concept of transnalit; o AR . t.hc
o nalism as i e Yl
o ;ﬁafsi‘::;cm as well as a type of conscioisxf]te v pOlitica;
people across international borderzSS K¥enoit: 9

n
Cause d lh(:
n re Yy a
organise

li\le
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i

!

i

: multiple
io sha by #
con . that i 2 life % 4 b different
be 58l becom nric vell:
It @ gy ot only 2% ral transio ations 5
nar“‘ions' put under&? cmmes anent resident ©
M iene® ¢ fslam 27 ecor a essential P
SP° praces Is o heritage remains )
$he cmd gut her red the encro? hing ybri ity-
En'p’l“" ‘dentity g idst 1€ ’ chcd o onng It
of !:;;olthﬂf‘s emorics ke;f)e r 410 the Kor il
o om B o world 11
gsshe ﬁo?‘p:lr:c who trav : h:a lc;, 11:11’6 g0
0 y {c s
olkal® e life-i . he
sl of % hfn sg ver there 18 ¢ western slfy, al‘l ¢
(o where the SL:i  the Earth, ou‘ll find the life-givingé
way thC,l Bari journe through th¢ aihpg country.
e i cean over the mountains, she 18 helped by
gross 1 00 o One notices 2 similarity between the
s and S G ' Through the
8 B ris/both live the life of @ migrant. hroug
i { Bari, the protagonis f the novel, the folktale
: ignificance- The
utiful

rﬁgﬁnher‘s words finally €@ rm t‘his in 2 bea
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